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Jon Stewart

Here are the 10 noisiest neighborhoods in New York, according to
the number of 311 noise complaints
from March 2012 to March 2013:

NOISIEST

It seems like there’s always some
action on East Village streets.

1. East Village

2,108

2. Lower East Side

2,069

3. Williamsburg

2,061

4. Washington Heights

2,007

5. East Village/Stuy Town 1,953
6. Midtown West

1,863

7. Upper West Side

1,600

8. Murray Hill

1,564

9. Prospect Heights

1,532

10. West Village

1,513

WHAT’S THAT

RACKET?
The most common noise gripes
over the past year in the East Village

IN THE RUNNING

804

2. Loud talking:

253

3. Construction before
or after hours:

244

4. Construction equipment: 166
5. Noise from air condition or
ventilation equipment:
129

Hernandez, 52, who lives on
South 2nd Street in Williamsburg.
Still, Rigie said more
sound complaints can often
signal healthier growth in
the hospitality industry,
which is always good for
the areas and the city.
“The industry has done
so much to grow some
neighborhoods that were
once perceived as undesirable, and turned them into
desirable areas to live in,”
he said.
(WITH ANNA SANDERS)

FBI checking pilot’s report of drone during JFK airport landing
Stunning ‘Admission’

FAA sought information
after the pilot reported the
drone sighting at 1:15 p.m.
Monday, said FAA spokesman Jim Peters.
“He saw a small, unmanned or remote-con-

trolled aircraft while on
final approach to Runway
31,” the FAA said in a statement. It was described as
black and 3 feet wide at
most, with four propellers,
the FBI said.
(REUTERS)

Aircraft was
described as
black and
3 feet wide.
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Tina Fey at a screening for her upcoming
movie “Admission” yesterday in Manhattan.
The film hits theaters on March 22.

The FBI yesterday was investigating a pilot’s report
that an unmanned aircraft
came within 200 feet of the
passenger plane he was
landing at Kennedy Airport.
Investigators from the

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2013

“We live in the back [of
the apartment building] and
high up, but we can still
hear everything,” he said,
adding that the area is the
loudest he’s ever lived in.
Only two Brooklyn nabes
cracked the top 10 — Williamsburg and Prospect
Heights — but residents in
those areas still had plenty
to kvetch about.
“Before it was a lot of
noise from gang fights. Now
it’s the bars and restaurants.
Now it’s parties,” said Raul

(TIM HERRERA)
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Susan Stetzer, district
manager of Community
Board 3, which oversees the
East Village, said the area
has had the most complaints “for many years”
and that it’s “nothing new.”
Still, some residents said
the noise is too much.
“I’ve lived all around New
York, uptown, downtown
and all sorts of places, but
this neighborhood has the
weirdest noise,” said Brian
Lelder, 35, who lives on East
First Street.

In Williamsburg, bring
some earplugs.

1. Loud music or party:
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art’s hiatus have yet to be finalized but he will miss eight
weeks of original episodes.
British comedian John Oliver, 35, who is also a correspondent on the Emmy-winning series, will fill in as host.
The movie will be budgeted at less than $10 million
and produced by highly regarded Scott Rudin and Gigi
Pritzker, according to two
people familiar with the pro(MCT/REUTERS)
duction.

Looking for some peace
and quiet? Stay out of the
East Village, the Lower East
Side and Williamsburg.
Those three neighborhoods are the noisiest in
New York City, with 2,108
noise complaints coming
from the East Village over
the last year, according to
an amNewYork analysis of
311 data.
The Lower East Side is
the second-noisiest area in
the city, with 2,069 complaints, and the perennial
noisemakers in Williamsburg are No. 3 with 2,061.
The vast majority of complaints from the past 12
months in all three areas
came from restaurants, bars,
and parties in apartments,
and the vibrant nightlife
that permeates the areas is
both a blessing and curse
for residents, experts said.
“People are coming in
from all around the world to
go out to our restaurants
and experience our nightlife, so it’s about finding the
right balance where businesses and residents can
work and live together harmoniously,” said Andrew
Rigie, executive director of
the New York City Hospitality Alliance.
“These areas with the
most complaints are hot
spots for dining and nightlife and attract New Yorkers and out-of-towners,
which makes for a very high
concentration of people, so
of course there’s a higher
concentration of people in
the street who could generate complaints,” he said.
Rigie added that restaurants in these areas are conscious of the residents’ complaints and have “invested
thousands and thousands of
dollars in soundproof walls”
and often work with “sound
consultants.”
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Stewart taking
‘Daily Show’
break to direct
Jon Stewart is leaving
“The Daily Show” — for three
months — to direct a movie.
The political satirist and
media critic, 50, will take a hiatus from his Comedy Central talk show this summer to
make his feature directing
debut, adapting Maziar Bahari’s book “Then They Came
for Me: A Family’s Story of
Love, Captivity and Survival.”
The book, co-written with
Aimee Molloy, chronicles Bahari’s attempt to cover Iran’s
presidential elections in
2009. The BBC journalist
ended up arrested, imprisoned and tortured in an infamous Iranian lockup.
Stewart, who often ridicules his own acting in such
films as “Death to Smoochy”
and “Half-Baked,” adapted
the book.
The exact dates of Stew-
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